Questions for colloquium #3 

(education, Mass Media, social structure)

Regional Studies
Philosophical method of the Americans

· Why do Americans pay less attention to philosophy than people in the civilized countries?

· What are the main characterictics of the philosophical method of Americans?

· Where and when did this method appear?

· Why is this principle more rigorously followed by the French than by Americans? (two circumstances)

· What are the peculiarities of the regious life in America?

Of the taste for physical well-being in America

· What is the difference of attitude of different classes in Europe and America to physical comforts?

· What class feels the passion for physical comfort?

Of individualism in democratic countries

· What is the basic difference between selfishness and individualism?

· Why does democracy make every man forget his ancestors and separate his contemporaries from him?

Why democratic nations show a more ardent and enduring love of equality than of liberty?

· What is the basic difference in existence between the principle of equality and the principle of freedom?

· Can the principle of equality exist without the principle of freedom? Why?

· Is freedom according to the author confined to democracies?

· Can freedom bring the evils in the society?

How the Americans combat individualism by the principle of self-interest rightly understood

· What does the principle of self-interest rightly understood mean?

· What is the basic difference from this point of view between American and European societies?

Why the Americans so restless in the midst of their prosperity?

· In what spheres of life are Americans restless?

· Why are they so restless in the midst of their prosperity? What are the main reasons?

National service: getting things done for America

When did the American tradition of service appear?

What are the main stages of development of national service in the USA?

What are the main functions fulfilled by AmeriCorps?

America’s voluntary spirit

Where does volunteer activities stem from?

What does volunteering begin with?

What are the three general roles assumed by volunteer organizations?

Adduce the examples of volunteering given in the article.

How the Americans combat individualism by the principle of self-interest rightly understood

What does the principle of self-interest rightly understood mean?

What is the basic difference from this point of view between American and European societies?

Empowering a Community by Gwen Moore 

· Why did Gwen Moore join the group of VISTA members?
· What project was she responsible for?

· What effect did this project have on the community?
Group Touts Mix It Up at Lunch Day as Diversity, Tolerance Tool by Jeffrey Thomas
· What is Mix It Up at Lunch Day? What is the aim of this project?

· Do you think such kind of projects will help people understand the needs of other people?
· What kind of lesson do students learn on this day?

· What activities do they offer on that day? Give examples.

· It was said in the article that “70 percent of students see the cafeteria as the school setting where social boundaries are most clearly drawn.” Why is it more obvious at the cafeteria?

· Is it possible to teach tolerance through class activities?
Challenge of School Reform

Americans debate on quality, direction of U.S. educational system

· What kind of reforms in education did John Dewey call for?

· Why was progressive education widely misunderstood in the 20-40?

· What did a highly influential report called A Nation at Risk and published in 1983 assert?
· What have many recent school reforms sought to introduce  into the public school system?

· What are the main principles charter/ voucher schools based on?

· What is the pivotal idea of another reform movement led by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation?
· What did the Bush administration’s 2001 No Child Left Behind (NCLB) law requires states to do?
· What were the strong concerns about the law expressed by educators?
House Passes Economic Bill with Huge Boost for Education

· What kind of bill did the U.S. House of Representatives pass on January 28, 2009?

· Why do you think “No Republican voted for the measure, which passed 244 to 188”?
· What help would this House bill provide?
Rise of the Public School
· How and when did the system of common schools appear in the USA?
· What act employed the same mechanism of selling public lands to establish colleges?

· When the growth of public schools was enormous? What difficulties did they account?
Changing Face of Higher Education
· When and why was the G.I. Bill introduced by the federal government?

· What did The G.I. Bill of Rights include?

· What was the social impact of this Bill?

United States Welcomes Foreign Students to Community Colleges
· What role do CC play in international education?

Historically Black Colleges and Universities Remain Relevant by Beverly Daniel Tatum

· What kinds of improvements have many HBCUs introduced recently to face new competition for its students from those predominantly white colleges and universities?
· Why are students attracted by HBCUs?
· What do the ABCs of creating truly inclusive environments consist of?

Religiously Affiliated Colleges by David M. O'Connell
· What ensures the long-term survival to the Religiously Affiliated Colleges? Adduce some examples.
· What "value is added" to higher education by the religious college?
 From Citizen Journalism To User-Generated Content
· What is meant by the user-generated content?

· Try to prove that the growth of digital media has democratized the publication of words and pictures of all kinds.
· When was the notion of "citizen journalism" first proposed?  

· What are according to the author positive and negative sides of this kind of journalism?

· Why are news consumers more likely to trust well-known and established news brands and to treat blogs and citizen-generated materials with more skepticism?

New Media Versus Old Media

· What ethics does New media follow?

· What is the main difference between traditional, gatekeeping journalism and decentralized blogosphere or citizen journalism?

· The main criticism of citizen journalism centers around the idea that information is less accurate. Adduce some examples from the article.

· What else are New media also criticized for?
· How heavily was the Web used for online political advertising during the 2004 and 2004 elections?

· Where does a strong majority of the American public still get their news from?

Newspapers Recreate Their Medium

· What audiences do television stations and large-city dailies and what audience do cable channels and the Internet serve?
· Why has the number of American dailies, and subscribers to those papers, declined, while the number of community, non-daily newspapers has grown?

· What ability does The Internet gives community weekly newspapers?

· Why is electronic distribution a viable alternative to traditional print editions today?

· How do local newspapers engage citizens in civic activity?

· Why are community newspapers more eager to use citizen-generated content than large-city dailies?
Readers Make a Newspaper Their Own
· What kind of model do many U.S. papers have introduced today for their online product?

· What did the News & Record do to generate more public involvement in its online product?
· Why do the blogs increase the overall transparency of the newspaper?

· What do citizens bring to the newspaper that reporters and editors weren't providing in the old journalism?

· How do the blogs and the discussion sites give readers an opportunity to feel part of this media product, and part of their community?

· Has the News & Record regained readership that statistics showed was being lost to other electronic media?

THE MEDIA’S ROLE IN CHANGING THE FACE OF U.S. COURTS.

How is it possible to explain American interest in the application of law to life?

“Judges in the USA have to become more media savvy” – What does it mean?

Why do courts cooperate today more fully with the Media?

In what cases does the U.S. Constitution pit the court and media against each other in a clash of amendments?

How does the court guarantee a fair trial when media coverage is especially heavy? Give some examples.

Are TV cameras permitted in all U.S. courts?

What are the duties of the media liaison officials today?

UNDERSTANDING MEDIA WATCHDOGS.

What does the function of journalists as a watchdog of the government include?

Who usually watches the watchdog?

What watchdog groups exist outside the industry? Are they really neutral?

Who fulfills the media watchdog role inside the media industry? Is it effective?

What are the functions of the National News Councils?

Why do news councils stir the share of controversy?

What are the main aims of professional organizations?

INDEPENDENT MEDIA’S ROLE IN BUILDING DEMOCRACY.

What 4 major aspects do the Media support programs funded by USAID include?

What are the other forms of independent Media assistance?

What lessons were learned by USAID after running Media programs for more than a decade?

What is meant by “civic journalism”? Why is it the most efficient kind of journalism from the point of view of the author of the article?

What did the Freedom Forum survey demonstrate? Do Americans believe that the Media protects democracy today?

What are the ways to improve the situation?

Enumerate three older models of journalism.

What are the new models of journalism?

What is news from the point of view of civic journalism?

What is civic journalism’s “bottom line”?

Internet Becoming Battleground for Journalists

Groups work to stop attacks against online journalists
· Why is the Internet is “gradually becoming a battleground for citizens with criticism? Prove this point.
· How does Robert Mahoney try to protect on-line journalists?
· What does he advocate?

· What feeds  ONLINE CENSORSHIP from his point of view?
· Exclusion and Inclusion: the Impact of Affirmative Action (Ricardo R. Fernandez) 
· Changing Face of Higher Education
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