Questions for colloquium 
Regional Studies
Philosophical method of the Americans

· Why do Americans pay less attention to philosophy than people in the civilized countries?

· What are the main characterictics of the philosophical method of Americans?

· Where and when did this method appear?

· Why is this principle more rigorously followed by the French than by Americans? (two circumstances)

· What are the peculiarities of the regious life in America?

Of the taste for physical well-being in America

· What is the difference of attitude of different classes in Europe and America to physical comforts?

· What class feels the passion for physical comfort?

Of individualism in democratic countries

· What is the basic difference between selfishness and individualism?

· Why does democracy make every man forget his ancestors and separate his contemporaries from him?

Why democratic nations show a more ardent and enduring love of equality than of liberty?

· What is the basic difference in existence between the principle of equality and the principle of freedom?

· Can the principle of equality exist without the principle of freedom? Why?

· Is freedom according to the author confined to democracies?

· Can freedom bring the evils in the society?

How the Americans combat individualism by the principle of self-interest rightly understood

· What does the principle of self-interest rightly understood mean?

· What is the basic difference from this point of view between American and European societies?

National service: getting things done for America

When did the American tradition of service appear?

What are the main stages of development of national service in the USA?

What are the main functions fulfilled by AmeriCorps?

America’s voluntary spirit

Where does volunteer activities stem from?

What does volunteering begin with?

What are the three general roles assumed by volunteer organizations?

Adduce the examples of volunteering given in the article.

How the Americans combat individualism by the principle of self-interest rightly understood

What does the principle of self-interest rightly understood mean?

What is the basic difference from this point of view between American and European societies?

Why the Americans so restless in the midst of their prosperity?

· In what spheres of life are Americans restless?

· Why are they so restless in the midst of their prosperity? What are the main reasons?

The historical timeline of the public education in the USA
Who proposed a two-track educational system? And what does it mean?

The Continental Congress (before the U.S. Constitution was ratified) passes a law calling for a survey of the "Northwest Territory. What was it about?

When and where did First public high school in the U.S. open?

When and what state passed first its compulsory education law?
When did the makeup of school boards change drastically?

What decision of the Supreme Court recognized segregation as legal? When did it happened?

When was Educational Testing Service  set up in the USA?

What was the decision of the Supreme Court  Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka about?

In 1996 California passes Proposition 209, which outlaws affirmative action in public employment, public contracting and public education. Why?

• Higher Education in the USA 
Characterize the historical development of the U.S. higher education in
Colonial period;

In the first half of the 18th century;

In the mid-nineteenth century;

Higher education's gilded age: 1870 to 1910;

Higher education between the world wars;

Higher education's golden age: 1945 to 1970;

Tensions and transitions: 1970 to 1985;

The end of the 20th century.
The MEDIA in the USA

In what key documents is freedom of press principle formulated?
What is the Federal Communications Commission (FCC)? What are its functions? When was it set up?
One of the most important issues for American journalists, however, remains the conflict between two deeply held beliefs: the right to know and the right to privacy and fair treatment. How is it commonly solved?

The process of establishing standards online has been influenced by three developments. What are they?

THE MEDIA’S ROLE IN CHANGING THE FACE OF U.S. COURTS.

How is it possible to explain American interest in the application of law to life?

“Judges in the USA have to become more media savvy” – What does it mean?

Why do courts cooperate today more fully with the Media?

In what cases does the U.S. Constitution pit the court and media against each other in a clash of amendments?

How does the court guarantee a fair trial when media coverage is especially heavy? Give some examples.

Are TV cameras permitted in all U.S. courts?

What are the duties of the media liaison officials today?

 The Evolution of Religious Freedom as a Universal Human Right (D. Davis)
What are four significant international documents promoting the principles of religious liberty that were developed in the 20th century?

What are the 4 pillars of international religious freedom?
Scholars have stressed at least four areas where broad institutional approaches may be effective in helping to make religious freedom not only a worldwide ideal, but also a worldwide reality. What are they?

 That the Americans Apply the Principle of Self-interest Rightly Understood to Religions Matters (A. de Tocqueville)
What is meant by the principle of self-interest rightly understood?

How American Democracy has Modified the English Language (A. de Tocqueville)
Why is the language of the educated classes in the United States notably different from that of the educated classes in Great Britain?

According to the author, “Democratic nations love change for its own sake, and this is seen in their language as much as in their politics”. Give some examples to prove this point of view.
What is the source from which democratic nations are accustomed to derive their new expressions?

What changes does the principle of equality necessarily introduce into language?

What kind of words and expressions are the democratic nations passionately addicted to? 
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