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HiST (Sør-Trøndelag University College in Norway) is an engineering university college. It is situated in Trondheim which is known to be a student city as 45 000 Ss live and study here. It means that appr. every 6th inhabitant in Trondheim is a student. And all the opportunities, including a large 'student town', some libraries, a student club, etc. - are provided in Trondheim.

HiST co-exists in Trondheim with the most popular engineering university in Norway NTNU. Graduates of HiST normally get the bachelor's degree while NTNU focuses on master programs. Education in both like in all the rest of Norway is free and attendance is not compulsory. There are no entrance exams. Instead of them to enter a university or a university-college one is required to show documents from school proving that they have completed certain courses.

HiST offers a year preparatory course for those who haven't chosen particular subjects at school. Most teachers from DEEL department work at these pre-qualification courses which consist of Maths, Physics, Norwegian, English and Technology&Society (social studies). Assessment system differs for each particular subject. For example, they have 14 tests on Maths per year while for English there is only one exam at the end of the course. That is why EFL teachers apply methods of portfolio, continious assessment, pre-requisites and web projects to evaluate Ss during the year.

The age of Ss at HiST varies much since some come here straight after finishing school, others aged 25-35 start their studies after gaining some practical experience at work. As for gender aspect, appr. 90% of Ss are masculine. The size of classes tends to be 30-40 people. In addition the language level of Ss at the same class appears absolutely different (from A to F, according to the system applied in Norway). All these conditions together make the process of teaching rather challenging, thus interaction, communication and socialization become the most essential goals for language teachers. In this respect from the pedagogical point of view technology is to serve the main aim to support education in a way of motivating discussion. At the same time, technology integration includes such important components as individualization, visualization, feedback, etc.

Classrooms at HiST are fully equipped with one connected computer, a projector and a smart board per each. Moreover, Ss bring their laptops and smartphones with them, although that is not obligatory. So connected classrooms are supplied with Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) system.

It's learning educational platform is applied at HiST for web syllabus. Teachers normally upload essential materials onto the platform. They have course description and requirements there, some add an evaluation rubric as well. Also they usually provide Ss with a list of useful resources. A calendar and currently updated materials' section help to arrange educational process. Moreover, there are opportunities to upload presentations from smart boards after each class and to offer online exercises. It means that the full web syllabus aids autonomous work of Ss taking into consideration the fact that there are not many home tasks. Nevertheless, it's learning does not have a mobile application and the potential of its implementation in mobile format within the Internet browsers in class is not used.

DEEL department at HiST leads a few international projects on technology in education. As a result a few high tech educational products have already been worked out. Among them SRS, PeLe assessment system and digital labs have proved to be the most effective (HiST mobile 2011-2015). They are constantly being renovated and practiced by not only HiST employees but some other Norwegian and European universities. 

HiST SRS is a Student Response Systems which provides the opportunity to conduct quizzes based on multiple choice questions. SRS provides not only anonymous instant feedback but serves as a discussion motivation tool as well. Now the new second version of SRS is being under work. Whereas the first one is free to download at www.histproject.no, the new one is supposed to be a commercial product. In the new version a few additional options appear on the menu. Firstly, it is possible to save all the results in charts and to compare them. Secondly, the opportunity of presenting the chart within the process of voting is provided. Finally, the types of charts are varied. All in all new version of SRS makes the tool more flexible. 

PeLe is an assessment system for online tests in mobile format. Like in case with SRS, the teacher doesn't need to upload any content there either, so it's quite flexible. On the contrast to SRS it provides the opportunity to create a test of a few questions at a time. It is not anonymous and in this respect may perfectly serve as a tool for tests. The teacher is able to observe the process while Ss are taking the test. That gives the teacher a chance to supply the analysis of  the results with some necessary explanations of particular questions. In addition it is possible to ask the same questions afterwards once again in the format of SRS which is partly integrated with PeLe.

As for digital labs, they are situated in a big classroom divided into 10 areas each separated by curtains. In each small area which is called digital lab there is a smart board and a desk for 6 people. Teachers of different subjects book digital labs in advance for particular lessons to arrange group and project work. For example, EFL teacher Elizabeth Asche-Hegbom organizes work on web projects in the digital labs where Ss of one group share the materials on their common topic with each other and prepare presentations within the classroom schedule.

Evidently the modern and up-to-date curriculam at HiST is worth-analyzing for the comparison of educational systems in Russia and Norway. Moreover, particular tools applied in different cultural backgrounds are of great interest. Finally, experience of HiST in ICT context might be useful for further development of mobile learning in Russia.

Interviews with HiST teachers

	
	General ideas, history
	Reference materials
	SRS, online and mobile ex-s
	Multimedia tools and videocasts
	Web syllabus and mobile apps

	Even Einum

EFL teacher at HiST and a secondary school
	Past: more work at libraries and no mobile devices in class => now addiction to screens - need for visualization + his course partly distance with it's learning
	1. Ss' developed ICT competence is taken for granted

2. Two problems: reliability and proper quoting => tips, pointers with reference materials BUT E. makes his Ss feel free in searching materials 
	When relevant: grammar practice (to explain certain rules which do not seem absolute truths) and starters (depending on audience)
	Visualization as the chief goal of technology integration to motivate Ss and entertain them with some humorous pieces. The length of a videocast depends on context. Usually adapts materials.
	It's learning + eBooks to integrate literature (especially with schoolchildren) 

	Elizabeth Asche-Hegbom

Native speaker of English of Irish origin with large experience in EFL teaching
	Past: comps+projectors+handouts => now all corrections on smart board
	Guided search: PP presentation on reliable resources and citing skills beforehand + list of useful resources partly with the aim to avoid plagiarism + digital labs
	Series of grammar quizzes with a variety of task types not every lesson but quite regularly

Online self-testing before the pilot online exam tasks
	PP presentations for all lectures and online examples from the Internet
	It's learning: with special attention to evaluation rubrics

	Guri Siversten Korpas

Teacher of Physics and Maths, participant of a few HiST projects
	Past: different => now Ss listen to explanations without writing which improves their independence and autonomous work skills
	Digital labs where they do not only search for materials but improve interaction and communication in group work
	Quizzes as examples to Maths methods: series of 2-5 questions at a time but not every lesson => question bag of 300 questions to share with other Maths teachers
	Animation to change parameters of questions. Ss themselves use YouTube screencasts to acquire methods and theory 
	It's learning including some old variants of the exams BUT does not apply in class as laptops are not compulsory

	Stale Fjedstad

Teacher of Norwegian and Technology&Society
	10 years ago breaking point: now Ss are skilled -> ICT competence and search skills development at all subjects 
	Specific tasks to have a break from passivity. Pilot tests. Ss are more used to online dictionaries than to printed.
	SRS in humanities more to share opinions than to measure understanding. Every class to keep it warm: opinion polls, reviews, background info, etc. 3 quizzes in 45': warm-up, middle, conclusion. 
	YouTube videos and interactive statistic data.
	It's learning - syllabus, PP presentations and online exercises.

	Jon Eirik Hennissen

Teacher of Maths having been in the SRS project for about 2 years
	Drawbacks like Facebook Vs advantages (more of them)
	Search materials on famous people and theories to get involved
	Everyday review quizzes for 2 years: 1/5 cases needs revision + PeLe + calculations
	YouTube screencasts with diagrams and graphs not to draw them himself
	It's learning, no good mobile apps yet found on Maths, YouTube screencasts and SRS for distance learning


Research results will be published soon.
