Colloquium #1

ICC Department

Blending of the USA by Rochelle L. Stanfield
· Why is America no longer a predominantly white country with a mostly European ancestry? What are the main reasons?

· Among what ethnic group does exogamy remain much less prevalent?

· Which ethnic groups of population show a high rate of exogamy now and why?

· Do you agree that intermarriage is a kind of "gradual genocide that will culminate in the disappearance of some ethnic groups in the USA"?

· What does racial identification in America stem from?

The United States Population in transition. A report of the Council of Economic Advisers. 
· What are the main demographic characteristics influenced social and economic status of immigrants? ( Place of living, education, household structure, age distribution )

· How do you understand the following statement:” differences in the age distribution of population may affect their rates of growth’?

· Why is the geographical distribution of racial and ethnic groups so important? Give some examples.

The United States population: where the new immigrants are by W.H. Frey. 
· What are the main magnets for new immigrants now?

· Why do immigrants continue to flick to areas that seem to be less desirable to U.S. residents?

· What are the migration patterns of most native-born and longer-term residents?

· What place in the USA is called the”New South”?

· The author of the article says about “spilling out” of the new immigrant minorities to metropolitan areas, which previously had small concentrations of such representation, what are they? What are the reasons?

· What are prominent new Asian magnet metropolitan areas?

· What are Hispanic magnet areas now?

The American Cultural Tapestry.
· What does in American English "culture" mean?

· Why do Americans usually identify themselves in terms of what they do?

· Is the United States is a culturally diverse society or does it have a dominant culture?

· Explain the notion "Hyphenated Americans".

· What are the positive aspects of the cultural diversity Americans try to keep? Do you agree with the author’s position?
 New Ways of Seeing and Thinking by Scott Page.
· Adduce some examples from the article that prove that immigrants are likely to be entrepreneurs.

· What according to the author enables immigrants to make such substantial contributions into business and science development? 

· Why does a diverse citizenry produce more innovations, more scientific breakthroughs, and more interesting art?
· What are the main differences between diverse societies and homogeneous societies?

The debate in the United States over immigration by D. Spain. 
· Why did immigration become a subject of debate in the 1990s?

· What is the socioeconomic impact of immigration?

· What are basic indicators of socioeconomic status in the USA?

· What are the cornerstones of cultural identity?

· What is the cultural impact of immigration?

· What was the naturalization rate in the1990s?

· What does the future hold?

Irish Immigrants in the U.S by Kevin Kenny. 
· Why did so many Irish immigrants arrive in the 1840s and 1850s?

· Why were the Irish immigrants of the famine era the most disadvantaged ones the United States had ever seen?
· What was the attitude of native-born Americans to the Irish at that time?

· Why was the immigrants’ religion the most disturbing factor?

· When did the Irish begin to move onto the national stage?
Immigration and U.S. History by H. Diner.
· What are the main periods of immigration according to the author? Characterize briefly each of them.

· Why did the passage of the Hart-Celler Act in 1965 by Lyndon Johnson have such an impact on American society? 

Oversight Power of Congress.
· What are Oversight Powers of Congress? Give some examples.

· What forms does Congress's oversight function take?

President seeks Bipartisan Agreement in Congress by M. Brooks.
· What Party holds a majority in both Houses today?
· Why does the president seek the support of both Republicans and Democrats? Why does Obama want bipartisan backing for his major economic initiative? 

· What are the best ways from the point of view of Republicans/Democrats to stimulate the American economy?

Impeachment is Ultimate Legislative Check on Executive power by M. Brooks.  
· 
How can a high-level official accused of wrongdoing be removed from office in the USA? Is it a usual procedure only for Congress?

· Describe the process of IMPEACHMENT AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL.

· Has U.S. president ever been removed from office? Give examples.
· What was Blagojevich been accused of?

Barack Obama: breaking a New Ground by D. DiPasquale. 
· What are the main skills and abilities demonstrated by Barack Obama according to the author of the article?
· What does his job experience include?
· When did Obama make his first run for the U.S. Congress?
· What reputation does he have as a politician?

· What innovative strategy did he use running for President?

· What were the main slogans of his slogans campaign? What do they emphasize?
Third parties in U.S. Election. 
What third parties took part in 2008 Election?
How the 2008 U.S. Election will be financed by Jan Baran. 
· What are the main functions of the Federal Election Commission?

· Why must a candidate for president designate a campaign organization, called a political committee?
· What organization must register all donations to federal candidates or political committees?

· Can corporations or labor unions donate money directly to candidates?
· Are there any legal limits on the Size of Contributions?
· What else does the Candidate running for Presidency have to do besides raising money?

· Why did Democratic and Republican presidential nominees bypass the public financing system during the general election campaign in 2008?
How Electoral College Outlived its Usefulness? 

· Why do many politicians today come up with the idea of abolishing the "archaic and undemocratic" Electoral College?

· What are the main advantages of the Electoral College system?

· What principles of democracy are embodied in the system of election in the USA?
How the Internet is Changing the Playing Field?
· Who of the candidates used the grassroots online communities in his campaign for the first time

· What kinds of online organizing techniques were used

· What is "user-generated content," or UGC?
· Why has user-generated content become a major force in online politics today?
· What online innovations did candidates of the both major political parties have embraced and used?



