Colloquium #2
ICC Department
How Small Businesses Contribute to U.S. Economic Expansion

· Why do small businesses tend to be more economically innovative than larger companies?

· By what is a small business defined  - revenue, number of employers?

· What figures prove the importance of the small business sector in the U.S. economy?

· What is the contribution of small business in terms of economic innovation?

· What is the contribution of small business in terms of economic flexibility?

· What is the contribution of small business in terms of social cohesion?

· What is the ultimate goal of the small business owners?

So You Want to Start Your Own Business

· What steps have to be taken by one who wants to start a small business?

· What people are usually successful at operating businesses?

· The first step of starting a new business is “defining your market” – what does it mean?
Why is it necessary to work out a business plan?

· Is finding start-up money really considered to be the biggest hurdle in starting a business?


My America: Coloring Outside the Lines
· Why does the author of the article say that her husband and she “have drawn a fortunate lot in life”?
· What does the American Dream mean to her?

· What do the faces of today's American family look like to her?
· What do Americans cherish the act of self-exploration?
· What does “Coloring Outside the Lines” mean according to the author?
House Passes Economic Bill with Huge Boost for Education

· What kind of bill did the U.S. House of Representatives pass on January 28, 2009?

· Why do you think “No Republican voted for the measure, which passed 244 to 188”?

· What help would this House bill provide?
Changing Face of Higher Education
· When and why was the G.I. Bill introduced by the federal government?

· What did The G.I. Bill of Rights include?

· What was the social impact of this Bill?

Challenge of School Reform
· What kind of reforms in education did John Dewey call for?

· Why was progressive education widely misunderstood in the 20-40?

· What did a highly influential report called A Nation at Risk and published in 1983 assert?
· What have many recent school reforms sought to introduce  into the public school system?

· What are the main principles charter/ voucher schools based on?

· What is the pivotal idea of another reform movement led by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation?
· What did the Bush administration’s 2001 No Child Left Behind (NCLB) law requires states to do?
· What were the strong concerns about the law expressed by educators?
U.S. Community Colleges: A Gateway to Higher Education for Many
· What are the 9 benefits of community colleges?
UNDERSTANDING MEDIA WATCHDOGS

· What does the function of journalists as a watchdog of the government include?

· Who usually watches the watchdog?

· What watchdog groups exist outside the industry? Are they really neutral?

· Who fulfills the media watchdog role inside the media industry? Is it effective?

· What are the functions of the National News Councils?

· Why do news councils stir the share of controversy?

· What are the main aims of professional organizations?

From Citizen Journalism To User-Generated Content
· What is meant by the user-generated content?

· Try to prove that the growth of digital media has democratized the publication of words and pictures of all kinds.

· When was the notion of "citizen journalism" first proposed?  

· What are according to the author positive and negative sides of this kind of journalism?

· Why are news consumers more likely to trust well-known and established news brands and to treat blogs and citizen-generated materials with more skepticism?

New Media Versus Old Media

· What ethics does New Media follow?

· What is the main difference between traditional, gatekeeping journalism and decentralized blogosphere or citizen journalism?

· The main criticism of citizen journalism centers around the idea that information is less accurate. Adduce some examples from the article.

· What else are New media also criticized for?
· How heavily was the Web used for online political advertising during the 2004 and 2004 elections?

· Where does a strong majority of the American public still get their news from?

Readers Make a Newspaper Their Own
· What kind of model do many U.S. papers have introduced today for their online product?

· What did the News & Record do to generate more public involvement in its online product?
· Why do the blogs increase the overall transparency of the newspaper?

· What do citizens bring to the newspaper that reporters and editors weren't providing in the old journalism?

· How do the blogs and the discussion sites give readers an opportunity to feel part of this media product, and part of their community?

· Has the News & Record regained readership that statistics showed was being lost to other electronic media?

Contradictions of U S Language Values & Policies
· What is the level of acceptance of resident foreigners greatly affected by? 
· Although half of the States have adopted various forms of Official English legislation. The Federal Government has not. What factors, both social and economic, provide impetus to language legislation in the USA? 
· Why is English called by the author of the article the "default" language of the country?
· How can you prove that there is a trend toward rapid English language acquisition despite the absence of an official government mandate?
· What does bilingual education intend to allow a young student, entering the American educational system? Why do some people demonstrate negative attitude to bilingual education?
 Internet Becoming Battleground for Journalists. E. Green.
· Why is the Internet “gradually becoming a battleground for citizens?

· What does repression of online journalists demonstrate?

· What is the main aim of Mahoney’s organization? What organizations does it work with?
· In what countries are online restrictions particularly severe?

What’s New? The Effect of Hip-Hop Culture on Everyday English. Emmett G. Price III
· What are the unifying the preexisting elements of Hip-Hop Culture?
· What does the global influence of Hip-Hop culture on American society consist in?

· What are the main spheres of this influence?
 Spanglish: Speaking la Lengua Loca. Ilan Stavans 
· What are the historical roots of Spanglish?
· Why does Spanglish in the USA have so many varieties?

· What three strategies do all Spanglish speakers employ?
· What is Spanglish? Is it a dialect or a full-fledged, self-sufficient language with its recognizable syntax?
THE EVOLUTION OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AS A UNIVERSAL HUMAN RIGHT. Derek Davis.
· What is one of the most important documents protecting religious freedom in the international setting? When was it adopted?

· Why does religious persecution remain a part of daily life in all regions of the world?

· What is the modern era's response to of religious intolerance, persecution, inquisitions, and religious wars?
 A NEW RELIGIOUS AMERICA. Diana Eck. 

· In the article it was said that “The immigrants of the last three decades, however, have expanded the diversity of our religious life dramatically”. Would you prove this statement giving some examples from the article?

· Why is the new era of immigration so different from previous eras?
· What does America's burgeoning interfaith movement mean? Give some examples.

ROOTS OF THE INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM REPORT. Tom Farr.

· What is the Office of International Religious Freedom and what is its mission

· How does the Office of International Religious Freedom carry out its mission? 

· How does the Office of International Religious Freedom differ from the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom? 

· What is the root of U.S. concern with religious freedom? 

· What does the U.S. hope to accomplish with the Annual Report?
· How are the reports prepared and how have they evolved? Specifically, what changes are reflected in this year's report?
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